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ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
World Urbanization Trends

World Urbanization Prospects are reports published 

by the United Nations Population Division. They 

provide valuable data on past, present, and future 

urbanization trends in regions and subregions of 

the world. They also provide data on individual cit-

ies and urban areas. Consider the impact of major 

migration trends on the environment, friends and 

relatives left behind, dual-worker families, maintain-

ing one’s culture, new cultural ideas spreading, and 

more. The major findings of the most recent World 

Urbanization Prospects follow in Figures 13.9 and 

13.10.
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FIGURE 13.9  Percentage of Population 
Residing in Urban Areas
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FIGURE 13.10  Urban and Rural 
Population of the World, 1950–2050

Engaging With Sociology: Figure 13.9

1.	 What do you learn from these graphs about 

world urbanization trends? Which continents 

seem to be urbanizing most rapidly?

2.	 How might these trends affect people mov-

ing to urban areas?

3.	 What might be some effects on global climate 

change, the possibility of globally transmit-

ted diseases, political stability or instability, 

or the global economy?

4.	 How might the global trend toward urbaniza-

tion affect your own life?

Engaging With Sociology: Figure 13.10

1.	 When the size of the rural population declines, 

how might it affect the culture of a nation?

2.	 Identify two positive and two negative con-

sequences of this urbanization trend for a 

nation. 

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs, Population Division (2014). World 

Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision, Highlights. 

Reprinted with the permission of the United Nations.


